0SWESTRY RURAL PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON 30th October 2009
 at TREFONEN VILLAGE HALL
Present – Councillors – I Ashley, J Barlow, P Broomby, V Byrne, W Cheetham, E. Evans, D Jones, S Jones, P May, J Middleton and P Richardson (Chair)
1.0
APOLOGIES
Apologies for absence were received from Councillors B Evans and R Milton (Holidays). 
2.0
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION
There were no members of the public present.
3.0
MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING
The minutes of the meeting held on 25th September 2009 were accepted as a true record following amendments at 9.4.re Morton Playing Field.
Proposal: The minutes were proposed to be accepted by Councillor P May and seconded by Councillor E Evans. All in favour and Cllr V Hunt abstained as he was not at the previous meeting.
4.0
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 

	Councillor V Hunt
	Planning Matters

	Councillor P Broomby
	11.4 K Kimber – Shropshire Core Strategy – Policy Directions – Personal Interest

	Councillor W Cheetham
	11.4 K Kimber – Shropshire Core Strategy – Policy Directions – Personal Interest

	Parish Clerk – V Smout
	9.6 Planning Application – Woodlands Nursing Home ( Daughter lives next door)


5.0       CO-OPTION OF A NEW COUNCILLOR
The Council need to fill the position vacated by Cllr D Meredith for Maesbury with Aston Ward. Although there had been slight interest in the post no one had come forward at the meeting so the co option was deferred until the next meeting giving councillors more time to approach other likely candidates.
6.0
SHROPSHIRE COUNCIL REPORT FOR INFORMATION
Councillor J Barrow reported that the new Chief Executive of Shropshire Council has taken up his post at the Shirehall. He has been well accepted and he has made great efforts to meet all the staff in the outlying district offices.  There has been another death at Maesbury Road Junction and Cllr Barrow thinks that a public demonstration may help.  She thanked Cllr J Barlow for the copy of the Morda Village Design group’s minutes from the initial meeting that they held.  She also reported that the last Local Joint Committee for the area was very well attended and much of the meeting was taken up with highways issues.  The new Recycling Centre had an official opening and again this was very well attended. The weight restriction consultation in the Maesbury area had 59 forms returned and the majority of objections were from business people operating in the area not. The majority of the respondents and residents were in favour of the weight restrictions.
7.0
POLICE REPORT
CSO Colin Gordon attended.  He asked that a copy of the agenda for the meeting is sent to him to ensure that there is a police attendance at the meetings. He reported on crimes since the September meeting.

27th September – Aston – outbuildings broken into and tools taken

2nd October – Aston – break in but nothing taken

4th October – Aston Square – Shed break in – tools and other items taken

13th October Nant Lane, Morda – unsecured buildings scrap taken
5th October – Golf Club – Red diesel stolen. Also Coedygo – bonnet from car taken

14th October – Treflach – Citroen car, car stereo stolen and Maesbury Marsh – boulder thrown through a window

Police have been visiting schools recently warning of the dangers of bonfires and also regarding care on Halloween night.

Cllr I Ashley informed the CSO that traffic was speeding through Coedygo and asked if temporary speed signs could be put up when the main road is closed for works and traffic have to divert through Coedygo.
8.0     HIGHWAYS REPORT

The Highways Report was circulated and updated.
A report had been received by the clerk that the posts and chain around Aston Pump had been pulled out of the ground and was a mess. She was instructed to ask the contractor, Royce Landscapes, to repair and put right the area involved.
9.0       PLANNING MATTERS
9.1
Planning Training Event 
There has been no correspondence regarding this event to date from the Kinnerley clerk therefore this item will be deferred until further news is received.
9.2
09/02328/FUL White House, Maesbury Marsh – Erection of extensions and alterations to dwelling – No Comments
9.3
09/02710/OUT  The Lazy Acre, Treflach -  outline application for the erection of a detached dwelling to include access – This applications is in an area of lots of development at present. There are five applications for development within a small area and access is a major concern. There is a bad bend within close proximity of the property which could have an impact on the access.

9.4
09/02676/FUL Pool Farm, Middleton- Erection of single store extension following demolition of existing store/pig sties/outhouse - No Comments
9.5
09/02678/LBC Pool Cottage, Middleton - Erection of single store extension following demolition of existing store/pig sties/outhouse affecting a Grade ll Listed Building - No Comments
9.6
09/02456/FUL Woodlands Residential Home, Trefonen Road, Morda – Installation of roof light to south facing roof slope - No Comments
9.7
09/02896/AGR Crumpwell Farm, Maesbury Road, Oswestry – Erection of agricultural building – For Information Only
9.8
Any planning applications since agenda went out 
09/02899/ADV – Oswestry Integrated Waste Management, Mile Oak Industrial Estate – 7 non-illuminated fascia signs - No Comments
09/03001/FUL – Pentre Coed Farm , Maesbury Rd, Maesbury – erection of detached garage and store -  No Comments
09/02576/FUL – P & B Tyres, Mile Oak Industrial Estate – single storey office/reception and storage building to side of existing building - No Comments
09/02718/FUL – Plot 2 adjacent to Yew Tree Cottage, Treflach – detached dwelling and garage - This application is in an area of lots of development at present. There are five applications for development within a small area and access is a major concern. There is a bad bend within close proximity of the property which could have an impact on the access. This plot had outline planning granted in 2007.
10.0
MATTERS ARISING
10.1
Trefarclawdd cemetery – Update
The clerk had tries to contact the farmer of the fields around the cemetery with no success so Cllr J Middleton promised to approach him and ask him to ring the clerk. Some councillors were concerned about passing traffic using the lay by at the cemetery and spoiling the surface. Discussion was held regarding putting signs to deter cars/lorries parking there but most councillors agreed that they only used the lay by on a casual basis to answer phones, have lunch etc and would readily leave if a funeral were in progress.

10.2
Risk Assessment
This item was deferred due to the fact that the clerk had been busy doing work towards the CILCA qualification so will be looked at again in the December meeting.

10.3
Morton Playing Field Lease- Update
An email had been received from Longueville Gittins, solicitors informing the Council that they had asked the solicitors acting for the church to prove their client’s title to the land on a number of occasions. The church’s solicitor has been unable to locate the original deed. Longueville Gittins need the trustee’s title to complete the lease between the Council and the church trustees and to register the lease at Land Registry.

Cllr V Bryne had received more information since the September meeting from Mr Richard Newell who was chairman of the Parish Council when the original lease was drawn up. The information proved the land had been conveyed by Lord Bradford to the Parochial Church Council of Morton Church as trustees. The people of Morton and supporters had raised money by holding events in 1926 and had raised £160.12shillings and 1 penny. £125 went to Lord Bradford for the land and £7.10shillings and 2pence for legal fees for the conveyance, with the balance in hand. The money was paid to the vicar at that time for onward transmission to Lord Bradford and the lawyers. When Morton School closed in 1984 the then, vicar Rev Villiers wanted to sell the land but there was a local public meeting held in December 1984 chaired by Cllr Richard Newell and attended by 17 people. Mr Bernie Mansell was one of those present and he produced a printed list of subscribers from 1926. It was eventually agreed at this meeting that Oswestry Rural Parish Council would be given a lease by the Parochial Church Council for 21 years and that all maintenance and fencing would be ORPC’s responsibility. The churchwardens of Morton church would remain as trustees. The Charity Commissions views were to be sought on whether the Parochial Church Council was legally entitled to delegate this responsibility or to appoint agents. A lease was signed in 1986 for 21years. The Morton School Playing Field Account still exists and holds a small balance.  

Proposal:  that a form was obtained from Shropshire Council to try to register the land as a village green. This was proposed by Cllr V Byrne and seconded by Cllr P May. All other members were in favour.

10.4
Morda Village – raising the Profile

Cllr P May reported that he had attended a governors meeting at Morda School and the school had been very pleased to receive funding from the Local Joint Committee for a shed for the community garden. The Morda Youth Cafe would be opening in November following funding that they had also received from the Local Joint Committee. There had been a meeting of residents in Morda who were interested in producing a Village Design Statement (VDS)  and this was well attended. Mrs K Kimber from Trefonen gave a presentation highlighting the way forward and giving advice. She had been the chair of the steering group who produced Trefonen, Treflach and Nantmawr VDS. A steering group has been set up to take the project forward. Cllr P May commented that Morda residents were unhappy that they had little notification of Parish meetings and that the Parish Council only serves Trefonen. Cllr J Barlow disagreed with this comment and thought that the meeting was a positive step forward. Councillors suggested that some of the titles of the Shropshire Council consultation projects e.g. ‘Core Strategy’ are not easy for residents to grasp and asked that the clerk put a short explanation on the website to explain what they mean in simpler terms.  It was also requested that the clerk send a letter of thanks to Mr & Mrs Kimber for their excellent presentation. There will be another VDS meeting in Morda on 13th November and Cllr P Richardson offered the VDS research documentation from Maesbury steering group when they produced their statement.  Councillors advised that the community must develop the VDS but that the Parish Council would support and help them as much as possible.

10.5
Trefonen Play Equipment/Play Area - Update

Cllr P Broomby reported that there was £50,000 allocated by Shropshire Council to spend on the play area on Trefonen Playing Field and that this money must be spent by April 2010.  Initial drawings/ sketch plans for a new proposal to site a demountable building for the pre School on the school playground have been produced and the project that initially was to site the pre school on the village hall car park has gone back to the planning stage and the original planning application has been withdrawn.  The funding group that was set up to apply for lottery funding to extend the hall will continue to fundraise to do improvements e.g. kitchen/ toilets etc and the first event proposed is a carol service on the Chapel Green.  Cllr P Broomby asked that the Council allow the green to be used for this purpose. 

Proposal: That the Chapel Green, Trefonen be used for a carol service on Friday, 18th December at 6pm. This was proposed by Cllr P Broomby and seconded by Cllr W Cheetham. All were in favour.
10.6
Affordable Housing ‘Exception Sites’ 
The clerk informed councillors that she had received a request from a resident to provide evidence to planners that an applicant for an ‘exception site’ had a local connection to the area. Councillors agreed that the clerk could locate evidence and forward it in this case and that any other cases are brought to meetings for discussion. The rules and regulations for ‘exception sites’ is quite extensive and the clerk was asked to bring a summary of bullet points to the next meeting.
10.7
Maesbury Road Junction – 6th October Fatality – Speed Limit request

Cllr P Richardson brought forward a request from a resident in Maesbury following another fatality on the Maesbury Road junction. The suggestion was a 40mph speed limit along that stretch of road and the cost would only be the signs.  Cllr Byrne relayed comments that had been made at the last local joint committee meeting when a member of the highways agency agreed that signs for no right turn at that junction could be looked at.  Councillors agreed that pressure must be kept up and a suggestion that a lobby of people with placards at the junction would highlight the situation more.

10.8
Communications across the Council and local activities.
There have been a few problems regarding communication with councillors commenting that they have not been informed of meetings and issues within their ward. The Chair made the point that councillors who sit on groups representing the Council need to be appointed at a Parish Council meeting with other councillors approving the appointment.  If councillors identify any problems in their ward they should not wait until the next meeting but inform the clerk so that action can be taken. There should be no items of ‘Any other Business’ on an agenda because each item should be on the agenda to discuss. Councillors can inform the clerk up to the time that the agenda goes out if they wish to include an item for discussion. The best line of communication is by email because it is the quickest and most economical and the clerk checks emails two or three times a day. The clerk would advise that councillors check their emails at least twice a week so that the clerk can keep them informed of any urgent matters.
10.9
Tarmac Liaison Meeting – Update
Cllr P May informed the meeting that there was sad news that the workforce at Tarmac was being reduced by 2/3rds which equated to 8 staff. Contractors will be brought in as and when required to do the work.  Tarmac have been asked to do a survey on roads at Wernywiel which they have inherited from the previous company, Lafarge.  Cllr P Broomby attended her first meeting and was impressed with the prompt and speedy complaints procedures that Tarmac employ. They had had 4 complaints and had promptly done measured soundings at the complainant’s houses.

10.10
St Oswald & Llanymynech Local Joint Committee – News
There had been an interesting LJC meeting at Pant which was very well attended. Highways Agency and a Shropshire Council Highways representative attended and answered questions on the crossing in Pant, Llynclys crossroads and Maesbury Road junction. The Highways Agency produced lots of statistics to explain why nothing was being done to alleviate the problems. It seems that there are not enough fatalities to warrant any changes. There was very strong opposition from the floor and eventually both representatives agreed to go back with an action list to try to get something done.  There was good news for the Parish in that they received over £5000 funding for various organisations. There will be another meeting on 13th January at Kinnerley for the next round of funding and applications for this round must be in by 30th November.
11.0
OTHER CORRESPONDENCE
11.1
Request from Parish Website asking the Council to consider a footpath between Trefonen and Treflach.
The clerk had received an anonymous request via the Parish website asking for a footpath between Trefonen and Treflach. The clerk would forward the request to Shropshire Highways.

11.2
Inland Waterways Association – invite to Chair to attend a Bench and Tree Planting ceremony at Aston Nature Reserve – 28th November 2009
The chairman was not able to attend this event but two of the councillors, Cllr P Broomby and Cllr P May expressed an interest. The clerk would reply and put forward the two councillors to attend.
11.3
Shropshire Council Planning - Apology
A letter of apology had been received following a planning application being permitted after the Parish Council asking for an extension on the date so that the application could be discussed at the next meeting. Shropshire planners suggested that a sub committee be formed to deal with applications that fall between meetings. This issue had been discussed several times previously in meetings but councillors felt that it would be not be fair to expect two or three councillors out of the fifteen to have to make decisions on applications that may not even be in their ward.

11.4
K Kimber – Shropshire Core Strategy – Policy Directions
An email had been received from Mrs Kimber asking if councillors had made comments on the Shropshire Council Policy Directions on planning. She had answered the consultation in great detail and councillors asked that a copy of her reply be forwarded to them so that it could be discussed at the next meeting.

11.5
D Davies & Sons  – Trefarclawdd Cemetery
The clerk had written to the undertakers following a complaint that a grave had been dug and left open over a weekend. The undertakers had spoken to the company who dig the graves for them and they were adamant that the grave had been covered with planks. Discussion followed on whether the planks had been moved and should a grave be left open over a weekend. The funeral was early on the Monday morning but usually the graves are dug the day before or early on the morning of the funeral. The undertaker also advised that the Council buy a cover to be used but the cost and risk did not seem appropriate. The clerk will investigate the legal aspects of who is liable if an accident occurred.

11.6
Scottish Power – Closure of Broomhall Lane
This notice had been received early in the month and this closure had actually happened before the Parish meeting.

12.0
COMMUNITY SUPPORT
Cllr J Barlow and Cllr J Middleton asked that their community support be sent to the Morda Village Design Statement funds once a bank account has been set up. Cllr P Richardson suggested that a treasurers account is the best one to have.

13.0
FINANCE AND ACCOUNTS FOR PAYMENT & ½ YR SPEND

A list of payments due was circulated to all Cllrs and a summary of the spend against the budget for the half year.
Decision: To accept the list of payments Listed
	Chq No
	Payee
	Amount

	1049
	V J Smout – Clerk
	£675.00

	1050
	Inland Revenue
	£373.90

	1051
	Lawrence Direct
	£21.15

	1052
	Information Commissioner
	£35.00

	1053
	Royce Landscapes
	£1654.00

	1054
	Scottish Power
	£593.15

	1055
	Trefonen Village Hall
	£90.00

	1056
	V & W Electrics
	£385.49

	1057
	Mazars
	£350.75

	
	Total
	£4178.44


Proposal: To pay the list of payments as listed.

Cllr V Byrne proposed that the payments are paid as listed and this was seconded by Cllr W Cheetham.

14.0
ITEMS FOR THE NEXT AGENDA FROM COUNCILLORS
· Cllr W Cheetham – Trefonen Bus Shelter

· Cllr E Evans – Llawnt Junction

· Cllr D Jones – Public Consultation – Supermarkets

· Cllr P Broomby – Trefonen Village Hall

· Cllr P May – Quarry/Railways/Waterways (every agenda)

· Cllr P May – Morda Village Report ( every agenda)

Meeting Closed at 9.10pm
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