0SWESTRY RURAL PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON 28th August 2009
 at TREFONEN VILLAGE HALL
Present – Councillors – I Ashley, J Barlow, P Broomby, V Byrne, W Cheetham, B Evans, E. Evans, D Jones, P May, J Middleton, R Milton, P Richardson (Chair) and S Jones

Also, Cllr J Barrow – Shropshire Council
1.0
APOLOGIES
Apologies for absence were received from Councillors V Hunt (Holidays) and D Meredith (Sick)
2.0      PUBLIC PARTICIPATION

There were 4 members of the public present for the Public Participation Session. 
Elaine Hughes of Morton asked to speak regarding a questionnaire that had been received by residents from Shropshire Council. The questionnaire was concerning a 7 1/2 tonne weight limit to be imposed on lorries in the lanes in Morton, Crickheath and Gwernybrenin. Residents were also amazed that the questionnaires had been delivered by hand by Council staff. Replies to the consultation had to be returned 21 days from the date of the letter, that being 18th August, and this did not leave time for the Parish Council to put this item on their next agenda in August. Ms Hughes read out a lengthy list of questions concerning the weight restriction and after a short discussion members suggested that this issue be put on the September agenda.
Cllr Keith Barrow, Leader of Shropshire Council, who was a visitor at the meeting asked to respond and he commented that the date could be extended if necessary.

Another member of the public, Lyn Taylor, representing Centre North West Youth Centre came to the meeting to ask about improvements to Trefonen Playing Fields. She had worked with the Youth Club in Trefonen and was anxious to see improvements being made on the play area. Cllr P May, representing the newly formed Trefonen Playing Field Committee explained that a bid had gone in to Shropshire Council for Community Funding to drain, level and put various play options on the Play Area. £10,000 had been secured for Phase 1 and this would be used to do an in depth survey and investigation of the whole play area.
Owen Paterson, MP, who was also a visitor to the meeting asked to speak and asked Cllr May if the Playing Field were ready to request Lottery Funding and also suggested the Foundation of Sports for funding.

3.0     VISITORS

Councillor Keith Barrow, Shropshire Council Leader and Owen Paterson MP were welcomed to the meeting and thanked for giving their time to attend.
Cllr Barrow spoke at first in response to Elaine Hughes’s query and explained that it was important that Shropshire Council Consult with the electorate but there was no ‘done deal’. They will take residents views into consideration.
He also commented that he felt strongly about planning issues and assured the Parish Council that they can request that applications go through planning committee if they so wish. Now that the Borough Council has gone the Parish Councils are the people who know the locality and Parish Council will be listened to and will be heard. Planning training has been an issue and Cllr Barrow wanted councillors to tell him how it could be improved and this will be put right if possible. 

He also mentioned Local Joint Committees and his wish that these meetings are not seen as just a way to give out grants but a meeting where the public can raise issues and questions and that these will be fed back to the Shropshire Council who will respond.
Councillors asked whether planners took notice of Village Design Statements that had been produced. Cllr Barrow was surprised that Parish councillors felt that these statements were being disregarded when it was Oswestry Borough Council officers who encouraged villages to do them. He thought that the effort and production of these design statements was of a very good standard especially in the Oswestry Rural Parish area.

Rural schools were discussed and Cllr Barrow assured the meeting that Shropshire Council was trying to get more money and redistribute it. There is a complex formula that is used to decide how much each school gets and small schools suffer because of this. 

Owen Paterson commented at this point that urban members do not understand how rural communities work. For an example, other ministers have spoken to him and could not believe that most of the children in rural areas travel to school by private transport.
The A483 road was discussed, especially the issue that money had been spent on Mile End Roundabout but none on Maesbury Road Junction, Llynclys Crossroads and Pant. The problem is that any highways schemes go into a pot with schemes in the West Midlands and because there are obviously more accidents and fatalities in these densely populated areas they get first priority with resources.
Owen Paterson commented that the fight for changes at Pant/Llanymynech have been going on for some 40 years and recently consultants came out to look at the problems but then pulled out and the struggle goes on. Cllr Vivienne Byrne declared an interest at this point as clerk to Llanymynech and Pant Parish Council. Owen asked that Parish Councils could help by keeping records and diary any accidents and try to get police to record accidents.

Cllr Byrne commented that these issues of highway problems would be on the agenda at the next Local Joint Committee meeting in Pant on 13th October.

The planning applications for new supermarkets, cinema etc in Oswestry was discussed and councillors had various views, there is the Smithfield site on the edge of town, Burbidge site on Whittington Road and the central car park site right in the centre. The Smithfield site needs to be retained because Welshpool, Ruthin and Shrewsbury markets could take the business out of the town and this could have a serious effect on business in Oswestry Town Centre on a Wednesday. Councillor Barrow encouraged councillors to write to the planners and put their views and ideas to them.

The last issue raised was concerning Google earth. There have been vehicles travelling along small country lanes with cameras on board. The question was asked if it was the Council collecting information for Council Tax evaluation. This was not the case and it is probably Google Earth collecting data to put on the internet. It is possible to have your information taken off if you do not want it included.

At this point Debbie Marais from Shropshire Council introduced herself as the new Community Regeneration Officer who attended the meeting to get to know the locality and how the Parish Council works.

Councillor Barrow and Owen Paterson were thanked by the Chair for attending the meeting and answering questions and they then left.

4.0 Minutes of the meeting held on 31st July 2009

The minutes of the meeting held on 31st July were accepted following an addition at 8.2. Cllr Hunt abstained from voting regarding the planning application for a demountable at Trefonen Village Hall but would like to add that the reason he abstained was that he could not vote because he was on the Planning Regulatory Committee in his office as a Shropshire Council councillor.

The minutes were proposed to be accepted by Councillor P May and seconded by Councillor B Evans.Councillors J Barlow and D Jones abstained because they had not been at the meeting in question.

5.0 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
	Councillor P May
	9.2 09/02015/FUL Shevlin, 15 Glentworth Close, Morda

	Councillor I Ashley
	9.3 09/00910/FUL Iauan Jones Bryn Collen Craig-Llwyn Trefonen

	Councillor B Evans
	9.3 09/00910/FUL Iauan Jones Bryn Collen Craig-Llwyn Trefonen

	Councillor E Evans
	9.3 09/00910/FUL Iauan Jones Bryn Collen Craig-Llwyn Trefonen

	Councillor V Byrne
	3.0 Pant/Llanymynech Bye Pass 


6.0 SHROPSHIRE COUNCIL REPORT FOR INFORMATION
Councillor J Barrow reported from Shropshire Council. The only topic she had to report was concerning the proposed work at Trefonen Village Hall/ Play Area/Playing Field. She reported that officers from Shropshire Council would be meeting together with all interested parties from each of the ongoing schemes to look at the scheme as a whole. The chair of the Parish, the chair of the village hall committee, the chair of the Pre School, a representative of the playing field group would be asked to attend to work out the best solution and how best to use resources to reach the best conclusion for all. This meeting will take place at Trefonen in Mid September when a mutual date can be agreed.

7.0 POLICE REPORT
Unfortunately there was no police presence so the clerk was asked to contact PC Dale for a report of any crimes committed since the last meeting.

This report was received on 14/9/09. 
Burglaries of shed/outbuildings – 24-26th August 2 separate properties in Craigllwyn – workshops broken into and tools stolen. Also registration plate L936BKL stolen from a land rover.

3-4th August Warehouse in Morda broken into and 22 pallets of wine stolen off lorry and a Ford Transit and trailer carrying a ride on lawnmower and other tools taken

1 house burglary 21 – 22nd August property left insecure by workmen whilst occupants on holiday. Access made but nothing stolen

9th August Telephone kiosk damaged in Treflach

19th August Unoccupied property in Weston entered and damaged

5-16th Aug Fuel siphoned from vehicles on farm in Coedygo and also between same dates 45 ewes stolen from field at Woodhill.

Domestic Incidents- 2 in Morda and 1 in Maesbury

8.0      HIGHWAYS REPORT
The Highways Report was circulated and updated.
The ruts in Bellan Lane, Trefonen still needed attentionA footpath FP196 or FP197? Between canal bridge and Crickheath. There had been some drainage work undertaken and there is a gap where the stile once was, needs to be reported.
There is a saltbox at Cynynion Bank but salt is spilling out and being wasted.
Could this box be moved to the other side of the road?
8.1 Gas Works Bridge Junction 

The gas works bridge junction was mentioned during the talk regarding highways with Councillor K Barrow and he advised that the new planning applications are being discussed presently and that this junction and others would be looked at.

9.0        PLANNING  MATTERS
9.1 Planning Sub-Committee Report

Councillor P May advised that the planning sub committee had not met due to his ill health. Councillor V Byrne advised that the decision to form a sub committee had not been proposed at the last meeting and it was only agreed that a pilot run was done. After discussion it was decided that there were only a few instances where dates of planning applications overlapped the Parish meetings. The clerk was asked to decide when the applications were received whether to ask the Council for an extension on the date in order that the Parish could discuss each application at their meetings.
This decision was proposed by Councillor P Broomby and seconded by Councillor B Evans. Councillor P May and Councillor D Jones abstained.

    
9.2
09/02015/FUL  Shevlin, 15 Glentworth Close, Morda – single storey extension to rear together with 1st floor extension to side.- No Comments

9.3     09/00910/FUL   Iauan Jones Bryn Collen Craig-Llwyn Trefonen-Erection of detached double garage – No Comments

9.4
Any planning applications since agenda went out:

09/02231/Agr Sweeney Mountain Old Nant Farm Sweeney Shropshire SY10 9EX Erection of an agricultural storage building

For Information Only

9.5
Planning Decisions since the last meeting on 31st July 2009
A list of decisions was circulated

9.6
Appeal by Mr N Shaw, Corner House, Sunnyside, Morda – Decision of Appeal

The appeal made by Mr Shaw was refused and so the property must be left as a property to have shop use.

Councillor P May commented that he was trying to identify a site in Morda for a shop because residents had suggested a co operative where residents own and work voluntarily to run a shop. Cllr J Middleton commented that although she was a Morda councillor she had not been informed of any work being done and Councillor P May apologised that she had not been informed.

10.0
MATTERS ARISING
10.1
Risk Assessment – comments from councillors and adoption
The clerk requested that this item be deferred because she had looked at various risk assessments being used by Parish Councils and there was a great variations. She needs more time to investigate and it was agreed to defer it to October meeting.

10.2
Trefarclawdd cemetery 
A quote had been received to put in one line of rafting for headstones to be placed on and one path to be repaired and the cost was £30 per sq metre. It was proposed that the measurements are confirmed and the actual cost brought to the next meeting for approval. This was proposed by Councillor R Milton and seconded by Councillor V Byrne.
(Councillor D Jones requested to leave at this point).

10.3
Montgomery Canal Restoration Celebrations

Councillor Byrne had requested this item on the agenda because residents at Crickheath and Morton had complained about work being done on the canal. Trees had been taken out recently and some stone walls built. Shropshire Union Canal, Restoration Trust and Waterways recovery group seem to be falling out over the work. British Waterways lost their funding and jobs have been lost. Waterways recovery workmen have commented to people that they are coming in and cutting the walls and building up 50ft but there are worries that these will erode. There is also talk that the waterways are celebrating 40 years by chopping trees down. There are trunks that have been left by Peate’s Mill that are rotting, residents are very concerned as to what is actually going to be done. A letter to British Waterways was requested asking what the plans for the future are.

10.4
Morton Playing Field Lease

Councillor Byrne had looked up the Land Registry but there is no record that the land has been registered. She also offered to sign a statutory declaration with the solicitor stating the fact that the residents had actually subscribed to buying the playing field so that the community could use it. The clerk would follow this up with the solicitors.
10.5
Planning – Sub Committee

This issue was discussed earlier in the agenda.
10.6
Morda Village – raising the Profile

The Community garden had been opened in Morda and a letter of thanks to Cllrs P May, J Barlow and V Hunt had been received from Mrs Evans in Morda for their work and attendance at the opening.
Councillor May reported that funding was being sought for planters for the village and a youth cafe was about to begin. CSO’s had spent time with the youngsters litter picking during the holidays.

10.7
Parish Council Website


The clerk had put more information on the website and although some of the councillors had not looked at the site yet Cllr Broomby had and praised what had been done up to now.

10.8
Trefonen Play Equipment/Play Area


This item was updated by Councillor P May who informed the meeting that the Playing Field Group had secured £10,000 funding from the Community Fund at Shropshire Council which would allow them to investigate the site properly and ascertain the best use of the ground available.
11.0
OTHER CORRESPONDENCE
11.1
Shropshire Council –  Affordable Housing ‘Exception Sites’ –  Invitation to meeting –Council Offices, Oswestry 10th September 6pm. 2-3 Parish members allocation.

 Councillors P May, J Middleton and P Broomby volunteered to attend.

11.2
Kinnerley Parish Council – Local Planning Course run by Malcolm Kimber


Councillors were asked if they would like to attend this training and Cllrs S Jones, W Cheetham, E Evans, J Middleton, V Byrne, P Broomby, P May & P Richardson booked a place. Councillors who are absent would be approached as well. The date of the training will be circulated once known.

11.3
Community Council of Shropshire – Collaboration Benefits


This offer of help was useful and Councillor P Broomby requested that she would like to approach the Community Council for help with the work she is undertaking on behalf of the Parish with the Trefonen Village Hall Extension group. All councillors agreed that she could take up the offer.

12.0
COMMUNITY SUPPORT

There were no requests for community support money to be sent this month.
A letter of thanks from Trefonen Village Hall for Cllr Cheetham’s donation had been received.

13.0
FINANCE AND ACCOUNTS FOR PAYMENT

	Chq No
	Payee
	Amount

	1035
	V Smout – Clerk
	558.10

	1036
	Inland Revenue
	204.23

	1037
	Lawrence Direct
	21.88

	1038
	SALC
	20.00

	1039
	Citizens Advice Bureau
	75.00

	1040
	SLCC
	117.00

	1041
	Royce Landscapes
	566.00

	1042
	V & W Electrics
	229.51


Proposed for payment by Cllr May and seconded by Cllr Cheetham 
14.0
ITEMS FOR THE NEXT AGENDA FROM COUNCILLORS

Cllr Cheetham - Bus Shelter, Trefonen, Cllr I Ashley – Police procedures following accidents

Cllr P Broomby – informing meeting that 30,000 trees available for landowners if they contact Shaun Burkey on 01691 624448

Meeting closed at 9.09pm 
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